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I really like a statement from 2006 by curator Ken Hall, who said: 
 
“Splat! This painting might look like it’s out of control, but the artist Geoff Dixon is 
thinking about serious things here! Like the wonders of nature, flight and space, of 
defying gravity, and of the planet and its survival.” 
 
I tend to operate in layers, as much as in the way I get through each day as in the way I 
use paint. The past, influences of cultural heritage, history, both individual and collective 
experience, as well as the present are intrinsically connected, as if we are operating in 
parallel dimensions that inform each other. 
 
I prefer to paint a moment frozen in a time when that information appears 
spontaneously and simultaneously within a place where origin and outcome seem to 
collide to reveal the future – an epiphany moment. My use of birds is a device both to 
define and anchor us within a somewhat chaotic, misunderstood and immense natural 
arena. My use of birds has a global significance. People in Australia want me to paint 
Aussie birds, people in NZ want me to paint NZ birds – however, it’s not so much a fact 
of where the birds come from, but what they represent as a broad overview of our 
relationship to our global environment. 
 
The works are of birds, but about people. If there were birds in space I would paint 
them. No limits. This is how I use paint. On a recent visit to Tiritiri Matangi Island, a 
rebooted natural reserve in Auckland harbour, I enjoyed the parallel this reconstructed. 
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